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126 “UNDER WASATCH SKIES” 


Indeed, one of Brigham Young’s chief purposes in build- 
ing the Provo Canyon road was to make this timber 
readily available. In this region were millions of board 
feet of marketable saw timber. In addition to the main 
stands of Douglas fir and Engelman spruce there were 
vast stands ôf aspen and scattered stands of white and 
alpine fir, all of which were heavily logged as the region 
was opened. 


Saw mills began to spring forth all over the valley 
as soon as the settlers arrived. In the winter of 1859-60 
William Meeks and James Adams with companions went 
up Center Creek Canyon and got out timber for a saw 
mill. This was the pioneer saw mill in the Provo Valley, 
and it began turning out lumber in the fall of 1860.72 


“Journal History, June 6, 1858, p. 2. ) 
“Crook, “History of Wasatch County,” op. cit., p. i 


Thacker’s early sawmill: Charles Thacker standing center and 
John M. Thacker right rear. 
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